I cj 2         JREMIMSCENCES OF WINF1ELD S. HANCOCK.
that I am to be sent to California.    It has been denied, but where there is so much smoke you may rely upon it there is some fire."
In the letter which follows, General Hancock gives his reasons to General Sherman for crediting a rumor which seemed to him very natural and plausible.
"To GENERAL W. T. SHERMAN,
" Commanding Army of the U S., Washington, D. C.
"My Dear General:    Your   favor of the 4th inst.   reached me in New York on the 5th, the day before I left for the West. I intended to reply to it before leaving, but cares incident to departure interfered.    Then, again, since my arrival here, I have been so occupied with personal affairs of a business nature that.I have deferred writing from day to day until this moment, and find myself in debt to you another letter, in acknowledgment of your favor of the lyth, received a few days since.    I have concluded to leave on the agth, to-morrow, P. M., so that I may be expected in New York on the 3ist inst.   It has been cold and dreary since my arrival here.    I have worked like a Turk (I presume that means hard work) in the country, in making fences, cutting down trees, and repairing buildings, and I am at least able to say that St. Louis is the coldest place in winter, as it is the hottest in the summer, of any that I have encountered in a temperate zone.     I have  known   St.   Louis  in  December to  have genial weather throughout the month ; this December has been frigid, and  the river has been frozen more solid than I have ever known it.
" When I heard the rumor that I was ordered to the Pacific coast, I thought it probably true, considering the past discussion on the subject. The possibilities seemed to me to point that way. Had it been true, I should, of course, have presented no complaint, nor made resistance of any kind. I would have gone quietly, if not prepared to go promptly. I certainly would have been relieved from the responsibilities and anxieties concerning Presidential matters which may fall to those near the throne, or in authority within the next few months, as well as from other incidents or matters which I could not control, and the actiond ? And this can be legally answered only by a jury of his countrymen."
